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Tb:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Daventry. 


I'ir,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Ifedical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1953,  incorporating  that  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector, 

A study  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  again  reveals 
a fall  in  the  number  of  deaths,  the  resultant  rate  being  substantially 
below  the  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales,  As  is  customary 
nowadays  the  principal  causes  of  death  are  recorded  as  being  Cancer  and 
Heart  and  other  Circulatory  conditions,  affecting  almost  exclusively  the 
later  decades  of  life.  Births  increased  by  16,  including  a slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births,  but  the  number  of  children 
who  died  before  attaining  their  first  birthday  remained  the  same. 

This  led  to  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  vi/hich  compares  very  favourably  with 
that  for  England  and  Wales,  Since  no  deaths  resulted  from  the  common 
infectious  diseases,  and  no  serious  epidemics  occurred  during  the  period, 
while  only  3 new  Tuberculosis  notifications  were  received  conpared  with 
15  for  the  previous  year,  it  can  be  stated  that  the  general  standard  of 
health  of  the  District  has  been  maintained  at  a satisfactory  level. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  an  QO/o  increase  in  the  number  of  new 
houses  completed  during  1953  over  the  total  for  the  previous  year. 

In  all,  103  council  houses  and  28  private  houses  were  built,  while  67 
remained  in  course  of  erection  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Constant  reviewing 
of  the  list  of  applicants  for  houses  ensured  that  the  really  needy 
cases  received  prior  consideration  and  it  does  appear  that  good  headway 
was  made  towards  finding  a solution  for  this  very  pertinent  modern 
social  problem.  Little  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the 
way  of  slum  clearance,  largely  owing  to  the  small  amount  of  time  left  free 
by  other  duties  for  this  purpose,  but  it  can  be  stated  that  preliminary 
preparations  were  made  to  deal  with  this  long  overdue  matter  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity. 

It  is  a matter  of  regret  that  no  further  progress  can  be 
reported  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  adequate  modern  sanitation  in 
villages  throughout  the  District.  This  must  not  be  construed  as  lack 
of  interest  or  as  oversight  by  the  Council,  who  are  fully  aware  of  the 
unsatisfactory  circumstances  prevailing;  rather  is  it  due  to  failure 
to  obtain  Ministry  sanction  to  commence  work  on  no  fewer  than  A proposed 
schemes. 


This  report  would  not  be  conplete  without  a tribute  being  paid 
to  the  work  of  Mir,  Herbert  Kirton,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  retired 
from  his  appointment  on  December  Ath  1953,  at  the  end  of  26  years  of 
faithful  service  to  the  Council.  I am  indebted  to  him  for  the  work  he  did, 
not  only  during  1953,  but  also  throughout  the  very  vital  years  since  1927. 
Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 
and  to  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees 
for  their  encouragement  and  assistance  during  the  year, 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  A.  H.  STOffiRS, 

Medical  Cfficer  of  Health, 


DAVENTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee: 

Messrs,  Councillors  C.  A.  Sevan  (Chairman); 

J.  0,  Adams,  J.  P,  : S.  Allen;  J,  W,  Ansoomb,  J.P.  C.C.  ; 

Mrs,  C,  L.  Atterbuiy;  A,  Berridge;  I,  L.  Beamond; 

W,  H.  Bosviell;  iVIrs,  P,  E.  Cox;  R.  G,  Collins;  C.O.Checkley 

D,  H,  Hill;  D.  H.  Jelley,  J.P,  (Chairnan  of  the  Council); 

D,  D,  Jones;  The  Re vd.  Canon  T,  W.  Long;  H,  A,  Malin, 

W,  0,  Rydings;  E,  H,  Thompson;  Mrs.  C,  M,  S.  Thornton,  C.C,; 

J.  S,  L.  Tovinley;  E,  Williams  and  A,  L,  Wilkins. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr,  H.  A.  H.  Summers,  M.B. ; B.Ch,  ; B.A.O. : D.P.H. 
also  holds  appointment  of 

l^dical  Officer  of  Health,  Daventry  Borough, 

Ifedical  Officer  of  Health,  Brixv/orth  Rural  District, 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
County  School  Medical  Officer, 

Sanitary  Inspector: 

J.  J/I,  Harkness,  R.S.I.J.B.;  M.S.I.A,  (as  from  5th  December) 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector: 

H,  Kirton,  C.R.S.I. ; M.S.I.A.  (until  his  retirement  on  the 

4th  December), 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant: 


B,  C.  Lines. 
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SUMMTiRY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1933 


Area  (in  acres) 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

79,423 

Population  (based 

on  Regis trar-Gteneral’ s figures  ) ... 

16,480 

Number  of  separate  dvj  el  lings 

occupied  , , , 

• • • 

5,431 

Rateable  Value 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

£89,983 

Pruductof  a Penny  Rate 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

£355 

LIVE  BIRTliS: 

Total 

Male 

Female 

RATE. 

Rate  for 

Legitimate 

240 

121 

119 

England  & Wales 

Illegitimate 

12 

6 

6 

252 

127 

125 

15.29 

15.5 

STILL  BIRTHS; 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Rj'lTE 

Rate  for 

Legi  timate 

6 

5 

1 

England  & ’./ales 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

7 

6 

1 

0.42 

0. 35 

DEATHS; 

(all  causes) 

Total 

Male 

Female 

R/iTE 

Rate  for 

England  & ViTales 

162 

84 

9.83 

11.4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

INFANT  MORTiiLITY; 

(Rate  per  1 , 000 

live  births) 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Ri'iTE 

Rate  for 

England  & Wales 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

7 

4 

3 

27.7 

26. 8 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY:  Deaths 

under 

4 weeks;  (Rate  per  1 

,000  live  births 

Total 

J/fe-le 

Female 

RATE 

Legi timate 

3 

3 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

mm 

— 

5 

3 

2 

19.8 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  Nil 
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MTUmL  m)  SOCIAL  COI'DITIOl© 


SECTION  A. 


AEEA:  Wie  area  of  the  district  is  79,4^3  acres  or  124.2  square  ndles, 
which  gives  an  average  of  1 person  to  4.81  acres  or  132  persons  to  the 
square  irrlle, 

POPULATION:  The  population  for  1953  was  16,480,  showing  a slight  increase 
of  40  over  the  figures  for  1952,  The  natural  increase  in  the  population, 
i,e,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  90. 

DEATHS:  The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  162,  showing  a decrease 

of  20  on  the  number  for  1952.  The  standardised  rate  for  1953  was  8,06 
compared  with  11,4  for  England  & Wales. 

The  causes  of  death  in  the  district  during  the  year  are  given 
in  the  following  table: 


CAUSES 

Kfe-le 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

2 

- 

2 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

11 

10 

21 

Leukaemia 

1 

- 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

12 

15 

27 

Coronary  Disease  of  the  Heart 

14 

5 

19 

Heart  Disease  (other) 

25 

27 

52 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

2 

2 

4 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

Respiratory  Disease  (other) 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  & Nephrosis 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate 

3 

- 

3 

Congenital  1/^lformations 

1 

- 

1 

Ill-defined  causes 

8 

9 

17 

MDtor  and  Other  Accidents 

1 

2 

3 

84 

78 

162 

The  commonest  cause  of  death  was  heart  disease,  with  cancer  and 
vascular  lesions  showing  the  next  highest  figures. 


BIRTHS:  The  number  of  births  was  232,  giving  a standardised  rate  of  17.8 
compared  with  15*5  for  England  and  Wales, 

STILL  BIRTHS:  There  were  7 giving  a rate  of  0,42  compared  with  0.35  for 
England  Sz  Wales  (per  1 ,000  total  population). 

ILLEGITB/IATE  BIRTHS:  The  number  was  1 2 as  conpared  with  10  for  1952, 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY:  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  once  again  that 
there  were  no  maternal  deaths  associated  with  childbirth, 

INFANT  MORTALITY:  The  number  of  children  under  the  age  of  1 year  who  died 
was  7,  2 surviving  4 weeks  of  life.  Of  these,  1 was  due  to  congenital 
deformity,  3 from  bronchial  pneumonia  and  3 from  pre-maturity  who  might 
possibly  have  been  saved.  The  importance  of  Ante-Natal  care  and  advice  should 
never  be  under-rated. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HE/\LTH  SERVICES 


LABORjVTORY  SERVICE:  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  operating 

at  the  General  Hospital,  Northampton  is  available  for  tiie  diagnosis 
and  analysis  of  specimens  relative  to  infectious  disease. 

Ihe  service  is  free  of  cost  to  the  Local  Authoriiy. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES:  For  infectious  cases  the  ambulance  from  the 
Har boro ugh  Road  Isolation  Hospital,  Northanpton,is  used,  and  for 
non-inf ectio us  cases  and  residents  the  ambulance  maintained  by  the 
St,  John  Ambulance  Brigade  stationed  at  Daventry  is  used.  These 
ambulances  are  maintained  by  the  Brigade,  v?ho  act  as  agents  of  the 
Counly  Council  in  providing  an  ambulance  service. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME:  This  service  is  provided  directly  by  the  County 

Council,  "Who  have  their  nurses  residing  in  various  parishes  of  the 
District,  and  it  \vould  appear  that  the  whole  of  the  District  is  well 
covered. 


TEIEATMENT  CENTRES  AID  CLINICS:  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at 

Long  Buckby,  Weedon,  West  Haddon  and  Woodford  Halse,  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  are  held  in  Daventry  and  mothers  from  the  surrounding  District 
are  vjelcomed.  The  County  Health  Department  has  made  travelling  facilities 
available  for  this  purpose  in  certain  areas. 


HOSPITALS:  The  treatment  of  all  infectious  cases,  with  the  exception  of 
Tuberculosis  cases,  is  carried  out  at  the  Harborough  Road  Isolation 
Hospital,  Northampton,  while  general  medical  and  surgical  cases  are 
treated  at  either  The  General  Hospital,  Northampton,  The  Danetre  Hospital, 
Daventry  or  the  Hospital  of  St,  Cross,  Rugby, 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948:  No  action  was  necessary  by  the  Council 

under  section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  during  1953. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCU}.lSTiUJCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLY:  Public  vjater  supplies  are  under  the  control  of  the 

Md-Northairiptonshire  Water  Board,  vjith  the  exception  of  two  privately  ov/ned 
supplies.  The  domestic  water  supply  to  the  parish  of  Norton  had  been 
provided  from  an  estate  supply,  but  during  the  early  part  of  the  yeeir, 
notice  was  given  that  this  supply  would  not  be  available  after  May, 
Representations  were  made  by  the  Council  to  the  Water  Board,  and 
an  entirely  new  mains  supply  of  domestic  water  was  provided  by  the 
Board,  by  continuation  of  the  Daventry  Borough  mains  to  the  parish  of 
Norton,  This  leaves  only  six  small  parishes  and  hamlets  in  the 

district  without  a mains  supply,  and  in  these  parts,  the  chief  source 
of  supply  is  by  well  and  pump.  All  the  public  water-supplies  are 
regularly  sent  for  a monthly  analysis  and  all  are  under  constant 
treatment  by  chlorination.  These  analyses  were  generally  satisfactory. 
Apart  from  the  Weedon-Plore  area,  supplies  generally  were  satisfactory, 
but  there  was  considerable  difficulty  in  both  Weedon  and  Flore  in 
maintaining  a constant  supply:  the  Council  were  continually  making 
representations  to  the  Water  Board,  who  in  turn,  did  make  various 
efforts  to  improve  this  supply.  It  would  appear  that  by  the  end  of 
the  year  such  an  improvement  had  been  brought  about. 


Inquiries  made  as  to  conditions  of  supplies  ...  154 
Number  of  water  samples  analysed  ...  109 
Samples  proved  satisfactory  after  analysis  ...  94 
Samples  proved  unsatisfactory  after  analysis  ...  15 
Pumps  repaired  ...  ...  1 
V/ells  cleansed  or  improved  ...  ...  1 
Connections  made  te  mains  supply  ...  192 
Informal  notices  sent  regarding  vjater  supplies  ...  11 
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HOUSES  WITH  PIPED  OR  NON-PIPED  V^ATER  SUPPLIES 


PIPED  SUPPLIES 

NON-PIPED  SUPPLIES 

No,  of  houses 

No,  of  houses 

B\ID  ON 
SUPPLY 

ST/ilD  TAP 
SUPPLY 

PARISH 

WELL 

PRIVATE 

17ELL 

SPRING 

Ashby  St.  I^sdgers 

29 

18 

5 

Badby 

82 

70 

1 

Barby 

113 

3 

28 

Brauns  ton 

290 

25 

35 

Brockhal 1 

3 

4 

Byfield 

227 

2 

8 

62 

4 

Canons  Ashby 

1 

14 

Catesby 

6 

12 

11 

Charvjelton 

45 

12 

Clay  Co ton 

1 6 

2 

2 

Crick 

190 

8 

29 

1 

Bedford 

17 

2 

11 

25 

Elkington 

17 

1 

Ever don 

149 

7 

Par  things  tone 

15 

38 

12 

Paws ley 

2 

7 

Plore 

259 

16 

56 

Hellidon 

50 

11 

Kilsby 

158 

24 

Lilbourne 

61 

11 

Long  Buckby 

727 

25 

61 

Newnham 

116 

1 6 

Norton 

21 

47 

26 

4 

Preston  Capes 

46 

12 

Stanford 

10 

4 

Staverton 

107 

3 

11 

1 

Stov)e-ix-Churc  hes 

12 

4 

55 

Watford 

38 

18 

30 

4 

Weedon  Bee 

408 

13 

35 

Wei  ton 

99 

17 

7 

West  Haddon 

201 

36 

22 

Whilton 

15 

21 

32 

WirRvick 

31 

4 

1 

Woodford  Halse 

562 

2 

42 

Yelvertof  t 

89 

33 

20 

TOTALS 

41 97 

402 
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SEV/AGE  DISPOSilL,  SB7ER*\GE  AM)  DRillNAGE:  There  have  been  no  further 

nev)  schemes  provided,  and  the  position  still  remains  as  last  year  v;ith 
regard  to  proposed  new  schemes  for  other  parishes  of  Hie  district. 

There  has  been  quite  a large  amount  of  new  drainage  work  carried  out 
to  houses  in  those  parishes  which  have  proper  sewage  disposal  works, 
and  the  general  drainage  position  in  these  parishes  is  quite 
satisfactory.  In  the  other  parishes  of  the  district,  however,  the 
house  drainage,  apart  from  the  few  which  have  septic  tanks,  must  be 
regarded  as  unsatisfactory,  with  an  ever  increasing  difficulty  in  the 
disposal  of  night-soil.  Much  of  the  drainage  work  has  been  carried 
out  voluntarily  by  the  owners  concerned:  informal  action  was  taken  in 
a few  instances,  but  the  required  works  were  carried  out  satisfactorily 
afterwards. 


Parishes  of  the  district  with  sewage  disposal  works  are  as  follows:— 


Ashby  St,  Ledgers 

Badby  Tpost  war) 

Barby  (post  war) 

Brauns  ton  (post  war) 

By  fie  Id 

Crick 

Flore 

Kilsby  (post  war) 
Woodford  Raise 


Long  Buckby  (1940) 
Newnham  (post  war) 
Staverton 
Watford 
Weedon  Bee 

West  Haddon  (post  war) 
Winwick 

Yelvertoft  (part  sewered 
post  war) 


There  are  temporary  schemes  in  operation  at  Charwelton  and 
Lilbourne,  and  a part  scheme  of  a temporary  nature  at  Welton, 

DISINFECTION:  Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  all  homes  from  which 

infectious  oases  were  notified  and  removed  to  Isolation  Ho’spital,  and 
also  at  homes  from  which  Tuberculosis  patients  were  removed  to 
sanatorium,  or  in  which  they  had  died. 


ERy'iDICATION  OF  BED  BUGS;  No  cases  were  brought  to  notice. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936,  SECTION  269:  One  licence 
to  site  and  use  a caravan  was  approved,  and  one  licence  to  site  and 
use  a caravan  was  renewed. 


SCH00I2:  School  premises  were  generally  satisfactory.  New  sanitary 
accommodation,  wash-basins  and  mains  water  supply  was  provided  to  one 
school, 

PREVENTION  OP  DAM/VGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949:  All  Council’s  refuse  tips 
were  very  regularly  treated  throughout  the  year  for  rat  infestations. 

At  one  period  of  the  year,  several  of  these  tips  did  cause  considerable 
trouble,  and  much  time  was  spent  in  their  treatment,  A few  of  the 
Council's  sewage  works  were  also  treated  by  the  workmen.  Very  few 
private  individuals  registered  complaints  regarding  rats  or  mice, 
but  those  who  did  were  visited,  and  suitable  advice  on  destruction 
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was  given.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  statutory  action 
to  enforce  the  provisions  of  iiie  It  was  nocessaiy  in  one 

or  tivo  cases  to  draw  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in 
relation  to  threshing, 

FACTORIES  i\M)  Y/ORKSHOPS  ACT,  1 937:  lYccording  to  returns  from  the 
Department  of  Her  ^fe.jes1y's  Inspector  of  Factories  relative  to 
additions  and  deletions  from  the  register,  there  remained  75  premises 
on  the  register,  chiefly  workshops.  All  were  visited  at  various 
intervals  and  one  informal  notice  to  cleanse  was  sent  out, 

SCAVENGING:  Household  Refuse  and  Salvage  collection  continued  to  run 
smoothly  during  the  year,  the  weekly  collection  in  all  parishes  being 
maintained,  and  there  were  veiy  few  complaints  from  any  part  of  the 
district.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  new  tip  at  Mill  Hill, 
Long  Buckby,  was  put  into  use,  and  soiling  over  of  the  filled~in 
tipping  site  in  Brington  Road,  Long  Buckby,  was  well  under  way. 

The  Flore  refuse  tip  was  completely  soiled  over  and  was  ready  for 
handing  back  to  the  owner.  The  Preston  Capes  tip  soiling  over  was 
completed  and  handed  back  to  the  cr.Mner,  The  collection  of  salvage 
continued,  although  it  was  difficult  at  times  to  find  a market  for 
it.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  it  did  appear  that  there 
was  a decided  tendency  for  prices  to  rise  and  the  demand  to  increase. 
The  collection  vehicles  continued  to  give  every  satisfaction, 

PETROLEUM  REGULxiTIONS  ACTS,  1928  & 1936: 


Number  of  Lioences  to  store  petroleum  renewed  55 

" ” " '*  " " granted  5 

" " *'  ” " Carbide  of  Calcium  renewed  , , 2 

" " " " " Cellulose  Solutions  rene\7ed  1 


All  stores  appeared  to  comply  with  the  regulations, 

PUBLIC  HELYLTH  iiCT,  1936  (Part  10)  CAML  BOATS: 

There  were  399  entries  of  canal  boats  registered  with  this  Council  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  1 new  boat  was  registered. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 


The  year  showed  better  progress  in  the  provision  of  new  homes  than 
that  achieved  during  the  previous  year,  and  it  could  be  said  that  in 
some  of  the  parishes  the  immediate  needs  of  re -ho  using  became  much 
less  acute,  although  the  waiting  list  still  showed  a total  of  568 
applicants.  Much  time  has  been  spent  in  connection  with  Housing,  as 
regards  repairs,  interviewing  house  applicants,  interviews  regarding 
applications  to  take  in  lodgers  to  council  houses  and  erections  of 
pig-sties  and  poultry  huts  on  council  housing  estates.  Concerning 
Slum  Clearance  only  a very  humble  start  was  able  to  be  made  in  the 
way  of  Clearance  and  Closing  Orders, 

Such  general  repair  work  that  has  been  carried  out  has  been  primarily 
of  a minor  nature,  and  the  raising  of  the  'free  limit'  of  housing 
repairs  to  £500  resulted  in  only  1 application  for  a building 
licence  being  received  for  the  sum  of  £600. 

The  Council  instituted  a Council  Houses  Garden's  Competition  for  the 
whole  District,  The  number  entering  the  competition  were  disappointing, 
but  the  results  generally  were  gratifying.  Perhaps  next  year's 
competition  will  sho\^  a welcome  increase  in  the  numbers  of  entrants, 
as  such  competitions  could  in  time  bring  about  a very  marked 
improvement  on  our  housing  estates, 

V/ith  regard  to  new  houses,  the  following  numbers  of  council  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied;- 

3 at  Badby 

4 at  Barby 
6 at  Brauns ton 

14  at  ^yfield 
8 at  Long  Buckby 
2 at  Newnham 

giving  a total  of  103  new  council  houses,  while  a further  28  private 
houses  were  completed  and  occupied, 

A further  67  houses  were  in  varying  stages  of  erection  in  the 
parishes  of  Flore,  Brauns  ton,  Kilsby,  Y/atford,  Barby,  Weedon  Bee, 

V/est  Haddon  and  Long  Buckby  (doctor's  surgery  andf  lat). 

Council  houses  re-let  by  parish  representative  

Council  house  tenants  given  permission  to  take  lodgers  ,,, 

Council  house  tenants  given  permission  to  keep  a pig  or 

poultry  

Internal  exchanges  of  council  houses  permitted  

Exchanges  permitted  betvDeen  a council  house  tenant  of  this 
District  with  another  District 


16 

38 

19 

5 

2 


18  at  Weedon 
6 at  Welton 
26  at  West  Haddon 
6 at  Woodford  Halse 
10  at  Yelvertoft 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1949;  There  Mere  2 applications  for  an  Improvement 
Grant;  1 vjas  v/ithdravm,  the  other  Mas  approved  hy  the  Council  for 
a grant  of  £287.10, Od.  but  was  subsequently  turned  down  by  the  Ministry, 
Since  the  /ict  came  into  operation,  15  applications  for  grant  have  been 
received,  11  have  been  vjithdrawn  by  the  applicants,  of  the  remainder 
3 have  been  approved  by  the  Council  and  the  finis  try  at  a total  figure 
of  £752, 15.0d, , and  the  other  1 was  approved  by  the  Council,  but  not 
by  the  ^finistiy. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  visits,  inspections  and  informal 
notices,  etc,  relative  to  housing: 

1,  (a)  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under 


the  Public  Health  and  Housing  /icts  842 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  924 


Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice: 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
action  by  Local  Authority  or  its  officers; 


(a)  Housing  Ac  ts  • , , 5 

(b)  Public  Health  \ct  37 


Action  under  Statutory  Pbwers: 

A,  Proceedings  under  Secs.  9,  10,  16  Housing  /nt  1936 

1,  D^ielling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Informal 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  19 

2,  Dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

Informal  Notice: 


a)  By  owners  15 

b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  Nil 


3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
dangerous  or  injure ons  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  (Rural  Housing  Survey)  .,,,,  1250 

4o  Dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  preceeding 
sub-head)  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
(Rural  Housing  Survey)  1877 
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5.  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Voluntary 

Undertakings  have  been  given  by  the  owners, 

during  the  year  -9 

6,  Number  of  visits  to  council  house  applicants  846 

B,  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act; 

1,  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Informal 
notices  were  served  recLuiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  51 

2,  Dwelling  houses  in  *.hich  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  Informal  notice 

(a)  by  owners  50 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C,  Proceedings  under  sections  11  & 13  Housing  Act  1936; 

(l  ) Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  demolition  order  2 

(2)  Dwelling  houses  voluntarily  demolished  4 

D,  Proceedings  under  section  12  Housing  Act  1936 

(as  amended  by  section  1 0 of  the  Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1935)  3 

E,  OVERCROWDING-;  It  was  not  possible  to  keep  an  accurate  check 
on  the  numbers  of  overcrowded  houses  due  to  continual  family 
movements  and  rehousing,  but  it  was  known  that  by  the  Council's 
rehousing,  18  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated,  involving  88 
persons. 


12, 


I 

I 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POCD 


MILE  SUPPLY:  The  milk  supply  throughout  the  District  satisfactory 

and  no  complaints  v^ere  received  regarding  any  supply.  Only  inspections 
of  dairies  of  retailers  "were  made,  all  other  premises  being  under  the 
supervision  of  .the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  There  vjere 
7 retailers  of  ordinary  grade  of  milk  in  the  District,  and  6 large 
retailing  firms  operating  in  the  District  and  selling  Designated  Mlks, 
i.e.  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested. 

4 supplementary  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  J/[ilk  vjere  issued, 

4 " " " Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  were  issued, 

2 dealer’s  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Mlk  were  issued, 

BAEEHOUSPS:  There  were  12  bakehouses  still  operating  in  the  district, 
most  of  them  being  old  premises  but,  apart  from  one  or  two  instances,  a 
reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained, 

SHOPS:  The  majority  of  the  shops  in  the  District  aire  structurally 
old,  there  being  only  a few  modern  premises.  One  new  butcher’s  shop 
was  completed  during  the  year.  Most  of  the  shops  are  reasonably 
maintained,  A great  deal  of  time  has  been  spent  in  examination  of  food 
and  quite  a large  quantity  has  been  condemned,  such  condemed  foodstuffs 
being  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners  concerned,  thus  obviating  ary 
statutory  action. 

Pood  & Drugs  Act  1938,  sections  14  and  57 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  first  time  under  sec, 14  ....  6 

" ” " as  Slaughter  Houses  13 

” " ” as  Knacker’s  Yaxd  1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  MEAT  REGULATIONS,  1924:  One  new  butcher’s  shop  was 

created  during  the  year,  but  most  of  the  26  shops  in  the  district  are 
old  premises.  Regular  and  frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  these 
shops,  and  reasonable  standaird  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained. 

No  unsound  meat  was  found  exposed  for  sale,  but  it  was  necessary  to 
condemn  7 lbs  of  beef.  There  was  no  authorised  slaughter  of  animals 
in  the  district,  other  than  cottagers'  pigs. 

Section  1 of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933  is  in  force  in  the  district, 
3 licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  renewed,  the  slaughtermen  being 
engaged  in  abattoirs.  All  carcase  meat  was  delivered  to  butchers  from 
a central  abattoir  and  there  was  continued  improvement  in  the  method  of 
de  livery, 

GENERAL  SUM^.1ARY  OP  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  WORK 


Number  of  visits  and  inspections  4257 

Number  of  re-inspec  tions  447 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 8l 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  conplied  with 76 

Number  of  complaints  (written  or  verbal)  investigated  225 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  217 
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SECTION  F. 


mEVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


There  were  251  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  received 
during  the  year,  which  was  an  increase  of  81  cases  conpared  with  the 
figure  for  1952.  Of  this  number,  205  notifications  were  either  measles 
or  whooping  cough,  there  being  I6l  ireasles  and  4A  whooping  cough. 

The  parishes  reporting  the  largest  numbers  were  75  measles  at  V/eedon, 

38  measles  at  West  Haddon,  and  22  whooping  cough  at  Woodford  Raise, 

There  wore  tvjice  as  many  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  coiipared  with 
1952,  but  no  parish  suffered  a large  outbreak,  although  all  the  members 
of  one  family  at  Woodford  Raise  were  patients  from  this  disease. 

There  were  3 cases  of  polionyelitis.  The  scarlet  fever  and 
poliorrye litis  cases  were,  in  practically  all  instances,  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Rospital,  Once  again  it  is  pleasing  to  record  no  notification 
of  diphtheria  from  the  district.  There  were  5 cases  of  food  poisoning. 

All  were  investigated  and  the  agent  traced  was  Salmonella  lyphimurium. 

All  cases  recovered.  There  was  no  death  from  infectious  disease. 

Period  Distribution  of  Notified  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


Disease 

January 

February 

1 

■ 

0 

1 

r-t 

•H 

% 

1 

June 

July 

August 

September 

Oc  tober 

November 

December 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

2 

8 

- 

- 

1 

4 

3 

1 

- 

5 

2 

• 26 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

4 

Measles 

29 

36 

35 

10 

22 

22 

5 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

161 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

- 

3 

- 

3 

9 

5 

8 

5 

3 

3 

3 

A4 

Pood  Poisoning 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Dysentary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Puerperal  lyrexia 

1 

1 

2 

Bie  umococcal 

A 

A 

Meningitis 

I 

1 

Polioniye  litis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

TOTALS 

35 

38 



4-8 

10 

25 

34 

18 

15 

7 

6 

9 

6 

251 
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Parish  Distribution  of  Infectious  Disease 


Parish 


Badby 

Barby 

Brauns ton 

Brockhall 

Byfield 

Canons  Ashby 

Charvielton 

Crick 

Everdon 

Flore 

Kilsby 

Lilbourne 

Long  Buckby 

Nevvnham 

Preston  Capes 

Stanford 

Stowe 

Watford 

Wee don  Bee 

Wei ton 

West  Haddon 

Wirovick 

Woodford  Raise 

Yelvertof t 


petals 


Q) 

-P 

(D 

p-J 

S 


1 

1 


4 

1 

2 

8 


26 


’d 


0) 

I 


Erysipelas 

Measles 

V/hooping  Cough 

Pood  Peisoning 

Dysentary 

1 

w 

•H 

-P 

•H 

CD 

& 

0 

•H 

£ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneurnococcal 

Meningitis 

i 

i 

1 

! 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 i 

' 1 

■ — ■ ■ ' 

ii  I 

3 

!i  I 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

1 

2 

' 

6 

3 

1 

1 

i 

I 

( 

1 

1 

I 

t 

i 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

■ 

1 

3 

I 

f 

2 

i 

14 

I 

2 

i 

1 

75 

1 

I 

1 

2 

! 

) 

« 

38 

4 

l 

1 

! 

i 

1 

1 

1 

3 

22 

1 

1 

1 . 

1 

1 

1 

I 

i 

1 

f 

I 

! 

1 

i 

4! 

1 

( 

161 

5 

2 

3 
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TUBERCULOSIS:  It  is  pleasing  to  record  a ^ry  decided  decrease  in  the 

numbers  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  there  being  3 cases  notified,  compared 
with  13  cases  the  previous  year,  2 were  respiratory  and  1 non-re spiratory, 
and  all  were  females.  Investigation  was  made  into  the  cases  and 
disinfection  was  carried  out  where  necessary.  There  were  2 deaths  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis,  both  males,  giving  a tuberculosis  death  rate 
of  0.12,  conpared  with  0. 20  for  England  & Wales, 


Age 

Group 


5-15 

25  - 35 
45  - 55 
56  - 65 


TOTALS 


Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths 

for  1953 


I 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Other  , 

Respiratoiy 

Other 

Male, 

Female 

— 

Male, :Pemale.  ' 

Male, 

Female 

Ife-le. 

Female 

I 

I 

I ” 

1 

1 

! 

i 

- ’ 1 i 

i 

I I 

I 

i 

I 

i 

i - 
1 

i 1 

- 

_ 

- 

2 

1 

2 
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Cases  on  Register  and  Other  Relevant  Details 
regarding  Tuberculosis  Cases  for  1953 


" ■ ■ ■ I 

Designation 

Ife-le 

j 

Female  { 

; Total 

Respiratory 

Other 

Respiratory 

Other  1 

i 

Notified  1953 

' 

i 

1 

2 

Inward  Transfers 

1 

1 

- 1 

1 

1 

f 

1 

Removals  from 
District  & 

Death 

3 

2 

t 

1 

1 

! 

i 

1 

i 6 

i 

Cured 

2 



2 

12 

1 

1 

1 

REMAINING  ON 
REGISTER 

— 

4 

VD 

C\J 

9 

1 

i 

* 

i 

1-  - . 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  1 933 

Details  of  Y;ork  carried  out  during  1953  in  connection  \vith  the  prevention 
of  diptheria,  hooping  cough  and  small-pox. 


Vaccination 


Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  & over 

Total 

Primary  110 

4 

7 

7 

7 

135 

Re -Vaccination 

- 

1 

9 

23 

33 

Diptheria  Immunisation 

Under  1 2^^ 3r  4.  5 to  9 10-14  Tbtal  Booster 

68  57  20  6 3 10  - 164  99 


IVhooping  Cough  Vaccination 

Under  1,  1-4  5~14 Total 

Whooping  Cough  only  2 5 3 10 

Combined  Diptheria/Per  tussis  36  81  2 119 


The  combined  diptheria/pertussis  figures  are 
the  figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation 


included  in 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  totals  te  end  of  1 953 


Age 

Under  1 
(Born  in 
1953) 

1 cfe 
under 

2 & 

unc  :?r 

3 cS: 

under 

4 & 

under 

9 & 
under 

Total  under 

15 

Number 

11 

127 

301 

464 

635 

1551 

2526 

Immunised 
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SUl^IARY  OP  lliE  VITAL  ST/VTISTICS  FOR  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


! 

Year 

j 

Es  timated 
Fbpulation 

r 

B^IRTHS 

! 

DEATHS 

No. 

Crude  Rate 

Under 

1 Year 

All  Ages 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Crude  Rate  | 

1948 

15,850 

281 

1 

1 

17.6  ; 

1 

6 

21 .0 

167 

10. 60 

1949 

15,900 

250 

1 

15o7  1 

14 

I 

I 

56.0 

217 

16.1 

1950 

15,840 

255 

1 

16.0 

' 5 

I 

' 19.6 

190 

11.9 

1951 

16,290 

274 

16.9 

I 

4 

: 14.6 

201 

12.3 

1952 

16,440 

236 

14.3 

7 

29.6 

182 

11.07 

1953 

16,480 

252 

15.29 

i 7 

1 

! 27.7 

j 

162 

9.83 
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